MARVELOUS MEXICO

which Mexico lost a vast stretch of ter-
ritory north of the Rio Grande. Then
French troops, which had landed under
pretense of: collecting debts, overthrew
the republic and had Archduke Maxi-
milian of Austria proclaimed emperor,
but as soon as the French soldiers left,
Maximilian was deposed and executed.

From 1867, when Maximilian died,there
was considerable unrest until 1876, when
General Porfirio Diaz became president,
but was practically dictator until 1911.
He maintained order at all costs, and
soon foreign capitalists ventured to lend
money to the government, to build rail-
roads and invest in mining properties.
But eventually signs of discontent began
to appear. There was dissatisfaction over
the way land was concentrated in large
estates, so that the peasants were forced
to work for the great landowners at
starvation wages. Many people thought

Diaz too autocratic, and more solicitous
for the interests of foreigners than for
those of his own people. Revolution
broke out, and he resigned.

Almost ever since, Mexico has been
torn by rival factions. The disorder has
occasioned serious disputes with the
United States, and the new constitution
adopted in 1917 is disliked by foreigners
on account of the clauses declaring the
government to be the owner of all min-
erals below the surface. In 1938, the
property of the large foreign oil com-
panies was taken over, though compensa-
tion was promised. Large tracts of land
owned by foreigners were also taken
over. The constitution also destroyed
many of the rights of the Catholic Church
and confiscated churches, schools and
hospitals. All foreign-born priests were
later expelled. However, within the last
few years, relations between the Church

C. Mabor Hodges*
THE MARIMBA IS A SMALL ORCHESTRA IN ITSELF

Music Is a passion with the Mexicans, and every town plaza has its bandstand for eve-
ning concerts.  The marimba is a more primitive instrument than the brasses used in band
concerts, but when skillfully played it is exceedingly effective.   The wooden sound boxes
give resonance to the tones produced by striking the strips of hardwood.
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